
Everyone can do something positive with their family history:  Don’t Become 
Discouraged Because. . . .  PART 1 
 
President Dallin H. Oaks taught: “In the work of redeeming the dead there are many tasks to be performed. 
… Our effort is not to compel everyone to do everything, but to encourage everyone to do something” 
(“Family History: ‘In Wisdom and in Order,’” Ensign, June 1989, 6).  This link is extremely pertinent to all of 
us.  Because none of us are perfect in this life.  In my 50+ years of actively pursuing family history, I’ve had 
more bad hair days in a row than you can ever imagine.  But over the years, I have also discovered that 
doing small things can eventually open up new windows of opportunities.  To begin this process, 
networking with your extended family can be extremely important. 
 

  
 
Don’t let the 475+ posts on this Facebook ever discourage you by overwhelming you.  If you pursue small 
things such as memories, recordings, photography, family stories, phone interviews with extended family 
memories along with original research plus a myriad of other family history pursuits, your karma will 
noticeably be improved.  Fortunately, technology is here to stay so don’t let the COVID 19 pandemic slow 
you down.  So much today can be accomplished without travel.  Most importantly, don’t hesitate to pursue 
your dreams and your life will more memorable than you can ever imagine.  Yes, the common cold is 
contagious, but so is genealogy.  Had I not traveled when my ancestors were alive, those windows of 
opportunity would have been forever blank windows of frustrations and regrets.  Smartphones are so 
handy with their digital pictures, video movies, scanning capabilities, audio recording along with so many 
other Internet potentials.  And above all, learn how to use FamilySearch.org effectively.  Regardless of how 
large or small your family tree is, by using its many optional features when viewing your family tree at 
FamilySearch.org, you will be given inspiration of how to find those challenging relatives through its unique 
linking capabilities to original records.  In our stake, appointments are now possible to utilize the stake 
family history center.  The Church offers direct contact with trained family history missionaries in dealing in 
using FamilySearch.org.  Don’t hesitate to call them toll-free at 866-406-1830 seven days a week and well 
into the evenings on MST. 
 
Tech Support FamilySearch.org Phone Hours of Operation 

• Sunday 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• Monday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• Tuesday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• Thursday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• Friday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

• Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Elder David B. Bednar offers a powerful quote in the image cited below. 

http://www.kuzmich4.com/Facebook/Every%20Little%20Bit%20Helps.pdf
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/ensign/1989/06/family-history-in-wisdom-and-in-order?lang=eng&para=7#p7


 

The next image below is equally as significant when considering how fragile families can become without 

establishing firm roots in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

Closing Comments 

What do these scriptures in the Old Testament, New Testament, Book of Mormon, Doctrine & Covenants 
and the Pearl of Great Price, all have in common about the importance of family unit?  Don't miss the 
continuation in part 2 with emphasis on the family unit, the importance of the temple and more.  

 


